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The following report, in regard to the circulation and use of 
the Public Library of Cincinnati, was prepared at the request of 
the Board of Managers, in answer to a series of scurrilous articles 
which have recently appeared in the editorial columns of the Cin- 
cinnati Times and the Cincinnati Gazette. It was unanimously 
adopted at a meeting of the Board, held June 12, 1876, and 
ordered to be printed. The facts therein presented relate simply 
to the charge of fraud in the Library statistics and of inefficiency 
in the cataloguing department made against the present Librarian. 
If the editorial writers of the Times and Gazette desire still further 
exposures in the interest of the former Librarian, they can be 
gratified. 
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Public Library of Cincinnati, 



JUNE 12th 1876. 



Gentlemen of the Boarp of Managers: 

In accordance with your request, I herewith 
submit " a comparative statfement " of the facts in relation to the 
circulation of this Library from January 1, 1872 to December 31, 
1873, and from January 1, 1874 to December 31, 1875, inclusive, 
and also a statement of " the difference between the methods of 
calculating the circulation during those times." 

The annexed table, marked "A," will show you at a glance, 
so far as the official figures are capable of exhibiting it, the number 
of volumes issued to home readers during the times specified, and 
also the classes of literature to which they belong. 

You will see that, so far as the table speaks, the total circula- 
tion for the two years ending December 31, 1873, was 30,2^7 vol- 
umes greater than the total circulation for the two years ending 
December 31, 1875; but although I attach comparatively little 
importance to mere quantity of circulation, it is now necessary to 
state the fact that, notwithstanding these figures, more volumes 
were circulated during the latter period than during the former. 
You will naturally look for the proof of an assertion apparently 
so paradox. I have been at the pains to furnish it in a form that 
does not admit of disputed. 
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In order to set the matter in a clearer light, permit me to 
recur to the language of my report for the year ending June 30, 
1874. I there said : 

"No statistics of the classes of Books issued are given in this 
report. For the reason that I found the method by which they 
had hitherto been computed utterly untrustworthy. It has been 
abandoned and one adopted in its place which is thoroughly 
accurate." 

This was a statement of fact; but not of the whole fact. Had 
I been desirous of making a fuller exhibition of the gross defects 
in the previous administration of the Library, I should have given 
no statistics at all, and should have had to say that the method by 
which they had been computed for several years previous to Jan- 
uary 1, 1874, was not simply mathematically untrustworthy, but 
morally unworthy, 

I need not remind you that there was a period in the history 
of this Library when the circulation, and the extent of it in fig- 
ures, were everything. Whatever, therefore, contributed to inflate 
these figures seems to have been considered wise and legitimate. 
The "working up" of the circulation seemed to comprehend the 
whole duty of the Librarian. Large numbers of duplicates of 
the trashiest novels were purchased, not merely to supply, but to 
create, a demand for them. Moreover, not only were the contents 
of the Library inflated by long lines of duplicate literary dum- 
mies, but the record of books loaned was kept in the spirit of the 
most astute duplicity, perhaps I ought to say — multiplicity. The 
simple-minded citizen who carried away his two borrowed vol- 
umes, if his reflection turned at all upon Library statistics, un- 
doubtedly thought that his two volumes would count two in the 
circulation ; but they were just as likely to count four, or six, or 
eight, or ten, or twelve volumes. The books of the Library had been 
80 numbered that fraudulent statistics were inseparable from the 
system. The report of every day's circulation was in effect a 
fraud. For the proof of this allegation I refer you to the annexed 
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signed statements [marked C, B., P., G., H., L, J.,] of eight of 
my assistants, including the first and second assistant Librarians, 
who were all employed under the former administration. 

Further comment on these facts is unnecessary. On this 
point I have only to add, that the fifty volumes referred to in the 
statements of my assistants were not exceptional 6ases. There 
are in the Library thousands of volumes of the same character. 
In order to show that I had not selected an extreme case for illus- 
tration, a second fifty volumes were taken from the shelves and 
counted according to the former method, when it appeared that 
these would have registered one hundred and fifty-nine [159] 
volumes. 

One more illustration will suffice to show how far the Library 
statistics of former years were to be relied on. Let us take the year 
ending June 21, 1873. The following are the official figures taken 
from the Librarian's monthly reports : circulation 236,359; books 
used in the reading rooms 42,688; periodicals 103,886. The fig- 
ures for the same period as given in the Librarian's printed annual 
report are as follows : circulation 239,487 ; books used in the read- 
ing rooms 46,933; periodicals 111,204. This makes a total in the 
former case of 382,933, in the latter of 397,624; or, a difference in 
favor of the printed report of 14,691. 

Hereafter, if there should ever be a question as to the "doc- 
toring" of Library statistics, the board and the public will know 
where to look for the evidences of it. As to the method of ex- 
hibiting the usefulness of the Library, no change has been made, 
except that which common honesty required. The circulation, 
the books issued in the reading rooms, and the periodicals and 
newspapers, are combined to show the "total issues,^* as my pre- 
decessor called it, or the "total t/5e," as I have termed it. The 
only difference is that now one volume when issued counts oney 
whereas formerly it might have counted from two to a dozen, or 
more. 

The state of things in this Library when I took charge of it, 
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of which the foregoing gives some faint intimation, made a thor- 
ough re-organization absolutely necessary. In the internal econ- 
omy of the Library during the previous four years, scarcely any 
permanent work had been done. So far from having undone any 
work which could possibly have been regarded as of the slightest 
permanent value, I should have been only too glad to find more 
that was worthy of preservation. This is especially true of the 
catalogue department. 

Before proceeding, however, to speak of the catalogues, 1 
would invite your attention to the kind of reading done by the 
patrons of the Library now as compared with former years. 
From 1870 to the close of 1873, a period of four years, there was 
great and rapid deterioration. The percentage of fiction for 1870 
was 57.8, while for the year 1873 it was 83.1. The re-numbering 
of the whole Library, made necessary by the facts in regard to 
the circulating account exhibited above, and the re-cataloguing of 
it, which was also necessary, and the fact that for a considerable 
period in the early part of the year nothing but fiction was circu- 
lated, made the percentage of fiction run up to 85.7 for the year 
1874; since then it has been continually decreasing. So also in 
regard to the works read within the Library building, you will 
find by referring to tables "A and B," that the percentage of fiction 
for the year 1873 was 44.2, while in 1875 it was only 23.7, notwith- 
standing that over 25 per cent, more books were issued; and that 
of the class of sciences and arts the percentage was 10.8 for the 
year 1873, whereas for 1875 it was 36.2, notwithstanding the in- 
creased issues. 

In regard to the catalogues, I have but little to add that is 
not already familiar to you. 

It may be well, perhaps, to clear away some misapprehensions 
in regard to the catalogue of 1871. My predecessor entered upon 
the discharge of his duties as Librarian at the beginning of 
November, 1869. There were then less than 22,000 volumes in 
the Library, and these had all been catalogued previous to his 
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advent. The card catalogue was merely an abstract, made from 
the existing full-title accession catalogue, by persons specially em- 
ployed in Boston for that purpose. From this card catalogue the 
printed catalogue was made ; and yet it was two years, or within 
about a month of it, before it was ready for sale. Its quality in a 
merchantable point of view may be seen in the fact that in nearly 
five years less than 70 copies of it have been sold, while the actual 
cost of it is impossible to arrive at, the vouchers therefor having 
mysteriously disappeared. Leaving out of view the work done 
previous to November, 1869 (by far the largest part of the whole), 
leaving out also the work done in Boston (the next largest part), 
the whole working force of the Library, consisting of 8 persons, 
was employed upon this catalogue for three months, during which 
time the Library was closed and not a hook was issued. 

When the undersigned took charge of the Library it already 
numbered 62,454 volumes, and now numbers nearly 85,000. In 
two years and a half he has re-catalogued tUose which he found 
in the Library, and has also completely catalogued those which 
have been added since; and there are at the present moment two 
catalogues, an English and a German one, in press, making over 
300 pages, which will be in the hands of the public before the 
expiration of the coming month ; with others ready to print as soon 
as these are finished. In addition to this, nearly seven thousand 
pamphlets, many of them of great value, have been assorted and 
a catalogue of them is nearly complete — five thousand of these 
pamphlets had accumulated during my predecessor's administra- 
tion, had been thrown upon the floor in the fourth story, an utterly 
confused mass, altogether inQiccessible to the public. Further- 
more, the periodicals taken by the Library, which had been 
allowed to accumulate unbound and in complete confusion, in the 
same receptacle, for three years, have been assorted, completed 
(if they were wprth it), bound, and catalogued. 

I have no desire to institute comparisons, the facts speak for 
themselves. 
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in conclusion, permit me to say that the continual growth of 
the Library in public favor and usefulness is the best proof of the 
impotence of a class of mendacious revilers who declaim against 
it in a portion of the public press. For my own part, I have de- 
voted myself singly to its interests. While I have been your 
Librarian I have neither been engaged in the Library commission 
business, nor have I allowed chaos to overwhelm me at home be- 
cause I was paid for creating the semblance of order abroad. 

Yours very respectfully, 

THOMAS TICKERS, 

Librarian, 



APPENDIX. 



CIRCULATION. 



History and Biography, 

Voyages and Travels 

Science and ^ Arts 



Poetry and the Drama 

Miscellaneous [Polygraphy.]. 
Prose Fiction... 



Total. 



READING ROOMS. 



History and Biography. 
Voyages and Travels.... 
Science and Arts 



Poetry and the Drama 

Miscellaneous [Polygraphy.]. 
Prose Fiction 



Total. 



TOTAL BOOK ISSUES. 



History and Biography. 
Voyages and Travels.... 
Science and Arts 



Poetry and the Drama 

Miscellaneous [Polygraphy.]. 
Prose Fiction 



Total. 



NUMBER OF VOLUMES ISSUED. 



1872. 



14,547 



4,911 



6,541 

4,324 

7,412 

173,151 



210,886 



5,296 



1,740 



7,722 



2,410 



14,971 
9,605 



41,744 



1873. 



15,727 



6,180 



6,903 

5,227 

10,122 



216,985 



261,144 



3,783 
2,793 
6,039 
2,833 
15,630 
24,621 



55,699 



1872 &'73. 



39,353 



15,624 



27,205 
14,794 
48,135 



424,362 



569,473 



1874. 



12,896 



6,083 



4,317 

5,446 

4,013 

195,869 



228,624 



4,866 



1,660 



9,420 



2,380 



12,129 



19,874 



50,329 



1875. 



14,597 



4,943 



11,217 



4 461 

10,602 

167,289 



213,109 



8,572 



2,222 



25,387 

2,735 

14,599 

16 634 



70,149 



1874 &'75. 



40,931 



14,908 



50,341 
15,022 



41,343 



399,666 



562,211 



CIRCULATION. 



History and Biography. 
Voyages and Travels.... 
Science and Arts. 



Poetry and the Drama 

Miscellaneous [Polygraphy.]. 
Prose Fiction 



READING ROOMS. 



History and Biography. 
Voyages and Travels..., 
Science and Arts 



Poetry and the Drama 

Miscellaneous [Polygraphy.]. 
Prose Fiction 



TOTAL BOOK ISSUES. 



History »nd Biography. 
Voyages and Travels.... 
Science and Arts 



Poetry and the Drama 

Miscellaneous [Polygraphy.]. 
Prose Fiction 



PERCENTAGE OF EACH CLASS. 



1872. 



6.9 
2.3 
3.1 
2.1 
3.5 
82.1 



12.7 
4.2 

18.5 
5.8 

35.8 

23. 



1873. 



6. 
2.4 
2.6 
2. 
3.9 
83.1 



6.8 

5. 
10.8 

5.1 
28.1 
44.2 



1872 & '73. 



6.9 



2.7 

4.7 



2.6 



8.4 



74.7 



1874. 



5.6 
2.7 
1.9 
2.4 

1.7 
85.7 



9.7 

3:3 

18.7 

4.8 

24.1 

39.4 



1875. 



6.9 
2.3 
5.2 
2.1 
5. 
78.5 



12.2 
3.2 

36.2 
3.9 

20.8 

23.7 



1874 & '75. 



7.1 
2.7 



9. 



2.7 
7.4 



71.1 
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In the foregoing tables the books issued are divided into six 
classes — the classification of the former librarian, omitting " Ger- 
man and French Literature." The reason for omitting this class, 
and distributing the books formerly enumerated under it pro rata 
among the others will appear from the following extract from the 
Annual Eeport of the Librarian for the year ending June 30, 1874. 

'' In consequence of a somewhat ingenious classification, the Annual Keports 
of late years have kept you in ignorance of the extent to which works of fiction 
have heen circulated. According to last year's report the circulation was 
divided into the following classes : 

History and biography 6.4 

Voyages and Travels 1.9 

Science and Arts 2.5 

Poetry and the Drama 1.7 

German and French Literature 11.2 

English Prose Fiction and Juveniles 73.8 

Miscellaneous 2.5 

The important fact hidden under the term 'German and French Litera- 
ture,' is that the 11.2 per centum attributed to it, represents quite as large a 
proportion of fiction as the 73.8 does of the remaining 88.8. Thus we Jiave at 
least 83 per centum of fiction circulated hy the Public Library of Cincinnati, 
during the oflicial year ending June 21, 1873. It is sufficient, for the present, 
to add that the ahove ingenious classification no longer exists in this Lihrary." 

The present division into eleven classes has, for the sake of 
comparison, been reduced to the old number, with the above omis- 
sion. History and Biography are reunited, and Philology, Theol- 
ogy, Philosophy and Education, and Politics and Commerce are 
combined with Science and Arts, as they formerly were. 
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The undersigned, who has been an assistant librarian in the 
Public Library of Cincinnati for the past ten years, has charged 
and counted the 50 volumes now in the Librarian's office (repre- 
senting the various classes of books in the Library) according to 
the plan prescribed by Mr. Poole, for the circulating account, and 
also according to the present method ; according to the former 
method they would count 143 volumes in the circulation ; accord- 
ing to the present, they would count 50 volumes in the circulation ; 
the number of persons borrowing the books being 34 in each case. 

Signed : HAKKIET E. GAKRETSON. 
Cincinnati, April 14th, 1876. 



The undersigned, who has been an assistant in the Public 
Library of Cincinnati for the past 5^ years, has charged and 
counted the 50 volumes now in the Librarian's office (representing 
the various classes of books in the Library) according to the plan 
prescribed by Mr. Poole for the circulation account, and also 
accoding to the present method; according to the former method 
they would count 143 volumes in the circulation; according to the 
present method they would count 50 volumes in the circulation ; 
the number of persons borrowing the books being 34 in each case. 

Signed: SOPHIA F. SHANNON. 
Cincinnati, April 14th, 1876. 



-•-♦ 



The undersigned, who has been an assistant in the Public 
Library of Cincinnati for the past '5 J years, has charged and 
counted the 50 volumes now in the Librarian's office (representing 
the various classes of books in the Library) according to the plan 
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prescribed by Mr. Poole for the circulation account, and also 
according to the present method; according to the former method 
they would count 143 volumes in the circulation; according to the 
present method they would count 50 volumes; the number of 
persons borrowing the books being 34 in each case. 

Signed: LAUEA F. POLLAED. 
Cincinnati, April 14th, 1876. 



The undersigned, who has been an assistant in the Public 
Library of Cincinnati for thfe past 4J years, has charged and 
counted the 50 volumes now in the Librarian's office (representing 
the various classes of books in the Library) according to the plan 
prescribed by Mr. Poole for the circulating account, and also 
according to the present method ; according to the former method 
they would count 143 volumes in the circulation; according to the 
present method they would count 50 volumes, issued to 34 persons. 

Signed : HENEY C. ME YEE. 
Cincinnati, April 14th, 1876. 

• ^ > 



The undersigned, who has been an assistant librarian in the 
Public Library of Cincinnati for the past 5 years, has charged and 
counted the 50 volumes now in the Librarian's office (representing 
the various classes of books in the Library) according to the plan 
prescribed by Mr. Poole for the circulating account, and also 
according to the present method ; according to the former method 
they would count 143 volumes in the circulation ; according to the 
present method they would count 50 volumes in the circulation ; 
the number of persons borrowing the books being 34 in each case. 

Signed: OLIVEE JENKINS. 
CiNOiNNATi, April 15th, 1876. 
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The undersigned, who has been an Assistant Librarian in the 
Pablic Library of Cincinnati for the past 2^ years, has charged 
and counted the 50 volumes now in the Librarian's office (repre- 
senting the various classes of books in the Library) according to 
the plan prescribed by Mr. Poole for the circulating account, and 
also according to the present method ; according to the former 
method they would count 143 volumes in the circulation; accord- 
ing to the present they would count 50 volumes in the circulation ; 
the number of persons borrowing the books being 34 in each case. 

Signed: W. M. BUTLER, 

Cincinnati, April 14th, 1876. 



-•-♦ 



I- 

The undersigned, who has been an Assistant Librarian in the 
Public Library of Cincinnati for the past 3§ years, and a part of 
whose duty it was to count the circulation, has counted the charges 
made of the 50 volumes now in the Librarian's office (representing 
the various classes of books in the Library) according to the plan 
prescribed by lir. Poole for the circulating account, and also 
according to the present method ; according to the former method 
they would count 143 volumes in the circulation ; according to the 
present they would count 50 volumes in the circulation ; the num- 
ber of persons borrowing the books being 34 in each case. 

Signed: K. MEDAEY. 

Cincinnati, April 15th, 1876. 
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The undersigned, who has been First Assistant Librarian in 
the Public Library of Cincinnati for the past six years, has exam- 
ined the shelf numbers of the 50 volumes now in the Librarian's 
office (representing the various classes of books in the Library) 
and finds them correct, and finds also that according to the plan 
prescribed by Mr. Poole for the circulating account, they would 
count 143 volumes in the circulation ; and that according to the 
present method they would count 50 volumes in the circulation. 

Signed: W. E. BAENWELL. 
Cincinnati, April 15th, 1876. 



